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We’re calling our book list incomplete, because we know it will never manage to be 
exhaustive or definitive. There are so many fantastic books by writers of colour and those 
from minority ethnic backgrounds that deserve to be read, studied and celebrated. We 
wanted to make a book list that could bring together a small sample of 100 incredible 
texts published both by Penguin and other publishers. 

Our aim is to update and add to this list annually, to capture new writing and to highlight 
well-loved classics. 

This booklist is designed primarily to support Secondary Teachers who want to bring 
exciting texts into their classrooms. We have listed suitable titles categorised by Key Stage 
and year group, and have done our best to have a variety of books to support different 
reading abilities. By drawing together a range of books on different genres and subject 
matters, we hope to show some of the scope of what is currently available.

Feel free to click on book titles and cover images as they are hyperlinked to more 
information about each book. There is also an index at the end of the list categorised by 
popular themes and topics.

Don’t see a text you think we should include next time? 

Please send your suggestions to Litincolour@penguinrandomhouse.co.uk

Why is our 
list               ?

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1004987/noughts---crosses/9781407047966.html
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Key Stage 3
Years 7 - 9

Key Stage 4
Years 10 - 11

Key Stage 5
Years 12 - 13

Index
by theme

Contents 
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Key Stage 3
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This collection of stories brings together Asian writers, 
who cover everything from the night man first set foot 
on the moon to the World Cup in 2002, from a tiny 
town miles from Mumbai to the multicultural heart of 
modern Leicester.

Publisher: Macmillan 
Children’s Books
Year: 2004

Themes/topics: British Asian experience, Short stories

Rehana Ahmed

Publisher: Scholastic
Year: 2017

Themes/topics: War, Immigration, Refugees, Politics, 
Racism

Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play with 
the latest graphic design software. Michael’s parents 
like to take him to anti-immigrant rallies, where they rail 
against refugees coming into the country.

It all makes sense to Michael until he meets Mina, a 
Muslim refugee from Afghanistan who shows up at his 
school and is funny, smart and beautiful.

While Michael begins to question his parents’ politics, 
Mina is getting used to life in a new school after a 
dangerous journey fleeing her home country. As 
tensions rise, Michael has to decide what he believes, 
and Mina has to protect herself and her family.

Randa Abdel-Fattah

Walking a Tightrope

The Lines We Cross

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6057574-walking-a-tightrope
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/110185
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6057574-walking-a-tightrope
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/products/110185
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This biographical novel of cultural icon Muhammad Ali 
is written by prize-winning writers Alexander and 
Patterson.

The pair have told the story of the boxer, who was born 
Cassius Clay, up to the age of 17 in a mix of poetry 
and prose. Readers will learn about his family and 
struggles at school, and how, after a thief stole his bike, 
Cassius began training as an amateur boxer aged 12.
Becoming Muhammad Ali is authorised by and written 
in cooperation with the late sportsman’s estate.

Kirkus Reviews said of the book: “A stellar collaboration 
that introduces an important and intriguing individual 
to today’s readers.”

Publisher: Jacaranda
Year: 2020

Kwame Alexander and James Patterson, Dawud 
Anyabwile (illustrator)

Publisher: Penguin
Year: 2012

Ahmed’s debut YA novel is about Zeba, a 16-year-old 
girl living like any other teenager. But instead of 
spending the summer waiting for exam results and 
dreaming about boys, her parents tell her she is to go 
to Pakistan for the break. There, her world is 
shattered when her future is threatened by an 
unthinkable and forced duty to protect her father’s 
honour.

As well as writing fiction, Ahmed contributed an essay 
to the anthology It’s Not About the Burqa, edited by 
Mariam Khan.

Sufiya Ahmed

Themes/topics: Forced marriage, Death, Family

Themes/topics: Biography, Coming-of-age 

Becoming Muhammad 
Ali

Secrets of the Henna Girl

https://www.jacarandabooksartmusic.co.uk/products/becoming-muhammad-ali
https://www.panmacmillan.com/authors/mariam-khan/its-not-about-the-burqa/9781509886425
https://www.jacarandabooksartmusic.co.uk/products/becoming-muhammad-ali
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/182342/secrets-of-the-henna-girl/9780141339801.html
https://www.jacarandabooksartmusic.co.uk/products/becoming-muhammad-ali
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/182342/secrets-of-the-henna-girl/9780141339801.html
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Alexander’s Crossover series takes place in 
the world of sport, with different 
characters introduced in each book.

The Crossover is about twins Josh and 
Jordan, who are star players on their 
school’s basketball team. Their father was 
a champion player, and all they want is to 
follow in his footsteps, but on and off the 
court there’s conflict and hardship that will 
test Josh’s bond with his brother.

Publisher: Andersen Press
Year: 2015
Themes/topics: Sport, Bullying, Death, 
Grief

Kwame Alexander

Booked follows Nick, a football fan who 
hates books. Nick has to figure out how to 
navigate his parents’ break-up, stand up 
to bullies, and impress the girl of his 
dreams. Succeeding will change not just 
his life, but that of his best friend too.

In Rebound, Charlie is mourning his father 
and trying to work out how he feels about 
his best friend. When he gets into trouble 
one too many times, he’s sent to stay with 
his grandparents for the summer. There, his 
cousin introduces him to basketball, and 
Charlie is enamoured with the court. But 
he has to learn to resist when trouble 
comes knocking once again.

Alexander won the Newbery Medal for 
The Crossover.

Crossover Series

https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/booked-2/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/rebound/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover-2/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover-2/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover-2/
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/the-crossover-2/
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Twins Hassana and Husseina’s home has 
been left in ruins after a brutal raid, leading 
them to take a journey to unfamiliar cities 
and cultures to forge new families.

As the twins pursue separate paths – one 
in Brazil and the other on the Gold Coast 
of West Africa – they remain connected 
through shared dreams of water.
 
The Deep Blue Between is a sweeping 
adventure tale about bonds that can 
endure even through the most dramatic 
changes.

The Deep Blue Between is Attah’s first YA 
novel, but she has also written a number 
of books for adults. These include 
Harmattan Rain, which was nominated for 
the 2010 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, 
and The Hundred Wells of Salaga, a story 
exploring female friendship set in 
pre-colonial Ghana.

Ayesha Harruna Attah

Publisher: Candlewick
Year: 2006

Themes/topics: Family, Death, Adventure, 
Siblings
Publisher: Pushkin Children’s Books
Year: 2020

The Deep Blue 
Between

https://pushkinpress.com/books/the-deep-blue-between/
https://cassavarepublic.biz/product/the-hundred-wells-of-salaga/
https://pushkinpress.com/books/the-deep-blue-between/
https://pushkinpress.com/books/the-deep-blue-between/
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Badoe’s novel is about the horrors of 
people-trafficking, told via a story that is 
steeped with African folklore.

The book is about Sante, who was washed 
ashore as a baby in a chest laden with 
treasure, the sole survivor of a ship 
carrying migrants and refugees. Now 14, 
she is a member of Mama Rose’s unique 
and dazzling circus, but from their watery 
graves, the unquiet are calling for Sante 
to avenge them.

Author M. G. Leonard said of the book: 
“When I was reading this book, I fell in love 
with Sante. She is a great protagonist. And 
in fact I loved all the females in this book 
and the relationships between them. This 
book has strong, interesting and complex 
characters a plenty and they’re mostly 
women.”

A Jigsaw of Fire and Stars was shortlisted 
for the Branford Boase Award and 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal, both 
in 2018.

Yaba Badoe, Leo Nickolls (illustrator)

Themes/topics: Adoption, Family, Grief, 
Death
Publisher: Zephyr
Year: 2017

A Jigsaw of Fire 
and Stars

https://headofzeus.com/books/9781786695475
https://headofzeus.com/books/9781786695475
https://headofzeus.com/books/9781786695475
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First published in 2001, the inspiration for 
Blackman’s now legendary YA novel was 
the brutal murder of Stephen Lawrence in 
1993, and the institutional racism exposed 
at the Metropolitan Police by the 
investigation into the crime.

Blackman’s book presents a world split into 
two: Black people are known as 
Crosses, and are the majority and the elite, 
holding all positions of power and the 
greatest wealth, while the white noughts 
are second-class citizens. 

Themes/topics: Race, Racism, Politics 
Publisher: Penguin
Year: 2001

Malorie Blackman

Through a friendship, and a budding 
relationship, between Cross Sephy and 
Nought Callum, Blackman explores 
racism, prejudice and more. 

BookTrust said of Noughts & Crosses: “As 
well as being a compelling tale of love 
and friendship, this is an outstanding and 
thought-provoking exploration of the 
futility of prejudice. A contemporary 
classic.”

Noughts & Crosses is the first in a series; 
Blackman has since written four more 
books in the series (Knife Edge, 
Checkmate, Double Cross, and Crossfire) 
with a fifth and final, Endgame, due out in 
Autumn 2021.

Noughts & Crosses

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304/304852/noughts---crosses/9780241388396.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304/304852/noughts---crosses/9780241388396.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304853/knife-edge/9780141378657.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304854/checkmate/9780141378664.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304856/double-cross/9780141378671.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/313155/crossfire/9780241388440.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/316689/endgame/9780241443989.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304/304852/noughts---crosses/9780241388396.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304854/checkmate/9780141378664.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304853/knife-edge/9780141378657.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304856/double-cross/9780141378671.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/313155/crossfire/9780241388440.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1004987/noughts---crosses/9781407047966.html


https://littletiger.co.uk/product/a-change-is-gonna-come
https://littletiger.co.uk/product/a-change-is-gonna-come
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/9780955971129/Surprising-Joy-Valerie-Bloom-0955971128/plp
https://www.farshore.co.uk/products/a-pocketful-of-stars-9781405293198/
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/9780955971129/Surprising-Joy-Valerie-Bloom-0955971128/plp
https://www.farshore.co.uk/products/a-pocketful-of-stars-9781405293198/
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/9780955971129/Surprising-Joy-Valerie-Bloom-0955971128/plp

